
Pisgah Covered Bridge
Randolph County
The Pisgah Covered Bridge is one of the two 
remaining covered bridges in North Carolina. In 
the early 1900s, Randolph County had about 60 
covered bridges, about half of all covered bridges 
in the Piedmont.  In 1911, the county paid J. J. 
Welch $40 to construct the covered bridge across 
the West Fork of the Little River in the Pisgah 
community. In the 1950s, a new bridge was built 
but the covered bridge remained and was added 
to the National Register of Historic Places in 1972. 
After years of neglect, the North Carolina Zoo 
Society in 1998 partnered with the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation, The Piedmont 
Land Conservancy and the Land Trust for Central 

North Carolina along with the residents of the Pisgah community to 
raise over $73,000 to refurbish the bridge. In 2003 a flash flood of the 
Little River destroyed the bridge. A local effort, including help from 
Randolph EMC personnel and equipment, salvaged about 90 percent 
of the original materials to restore the bridge once again. A walking 
trail and picnic tables have been added. The bridge is located about 12 
miles south of Asheboro. 

– Kay Fetner

Bunker Hill Covered Bridge
Catawba County
This is the other surviving covered bridge in the state. In 1894, the 
Catawba County Commissioners asked the owners of the Bunker Hill 
Farm in Catawba County to build a bridge to cross Lyle’s Creek near 
their farm. The creek was on the old Island Ford Road, a former Native 
American trail. The bridge was built in 1895 and is the only remaining 
example in wood of the Improved Lattice Truss that was patented by 
Gen. Herman Haupt. It was designated a National Civil Engineering 
Landmark in 2001. Originally the Bunker Hill Bridge was constructed 
as an open span bridge and in 1900 was covered with wooden shingles. 
In1921, the 91-foot wooden shingle roof was replaced with a tin roof. 
In 1985, the Bolick family donated the bridge to the Catawba County 
Historical Society. With the expertise of master bridgewright Arnold 
M. Graton, from Ashland, N.H., the bridge was restored. It is located 
off Hwy. 70 east of Claremont.  

– Kay Fetner
Ashley and Kay Fetner are members of Randolph EMC.

www.ashleyfetnerportraits.com
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Above: Camp Caraway Bridge in Sophia. Photo by Ken Hall.
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Pisgah Covered Bridge
Art by Dempsey Essick

The first time I walked 
to the Pisgah Covered 
Bridge, I stopped in my 
tracks as I looked at the 
wood boards and the 
rock foundation stones 
with all the shadows from 
the streamside trees.  I 
listened to the ripple of 
the stream flowing under 
the bridge. The scene 
captured my imagination 
so that I could not wait 
to get started painting. 
Thousands of shadows 
cast from different direc-
tions created an image of 
abstract shapes that had 
wonderful order.  I actu-
ally sat right there on a 

rock for a long time and breathed all this in. I wore out several brushes 
doing this painting. This painting took a lot out of me with 560 hours 
of painting time. (Look for the hidden hummingbird.) 

Dempsey Essick is a member of EnergyUnited.

Giclee Print
Image size: 20 x 15¼  inches  
Price: $120 (NC residents add $9.30 for sales tax)
Mention Carolina Country and receive free shipping    

Dempsey Essick Gallery
P.O. Box 1149
Welcome, NC 27374
(336) 731-3499
wetpaint@dempseyessick.com 

Eddie Hough made one of the last photos of Skeen’s 
Mill Bridge, the state’s oldest covered bridge, which 
spanned the Uwharrie River near Flint Hill northwest 
of Asheboro. It fell down in 1987.

Eddie Hough in his library shows his print of 
Parker’s Mill. 

Covered 
Bridges

A Passion for Eddie Hough keeps on rolling
A native of Moore County, Eddie Hough 
over the years has combined his hobby of 
photography and appreciation of rural life 
to make pictures of his surroundings, even 
though it has never been easy for him.

Now 63 and confined to a wheelchair since 
his hips and vertebrae failed him a few years 
ago, Eddie taught himself just about everything 
he knows. “They considered me retarded,” he 
says. “All I got was a grade-school education. I 
taught myself to read books and taught myself 
to type, taught myself photography and to play 
my Martin guitar.”

He shoots film and slides with equip-
ment that is 30 to 40 years old, roaming 
when he can in a 1979 Chevy Nova, and 
“holding on to the car door or sticking my 
camera out the window.” He rigged gears to 
his enlarger so he can work sitting down in 
his homemade darkroom, setting trays on 
planks over his bathtub. “I do not let being 
a cripple prevent me from my pursuit of 
photography.” c

Eddie Hough is a member of Randolph EMC and 
can be reached at 4683 Robbins Circle, Asheboro, 
NC 27205.

Seth Cheek, The Courier-Tribune

Carolina Country   MAY 2010   27



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


