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tunnel is no breeze,

f they were nervous, the men
from Istst Battalion, 321st
Airborne, were good at hiding
it. They methodically suited up,
then lined up next to the wind
tunnel’s door. As each man took his
first flight, the others watched care-
fully. Despite the instructor’s help, a
beginner can unknowing lift an arm or
leg slightly and blow his balancing act,
causing him to tilt, spin or flail about
like an airborne clown.

Although none of these paratroopers
had ever sky-dived, their static line-
jumping experience helped, and all
five did fine. After they peeled off their
helmets, a couple said they appreciated
“not being attached to anything.”

The men have just experienced
bodyflight in the world’s largest verti-
cal wind tunnel, located in laid-back
Raeford in Hoke County. Its siren song
has lured novelty-seekers, military
personnel and skydiving professionals
since it opened in late 2007.

It can be a lot of fun, but flying in a
vertical wind tunnel is no breeze. Flyers
wear earplugs, elbow and knee pads,
goggles, helmets, Velcro windsuits, and
sneakers, because slip-on shoes can
fly off. To enter, you stand inside the
tunnel’s narrow doorway and fall trust-
ingly forward, where you are swooped
up by a very strong vertical column
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- First-timers enter at lower
- speeds than experienced flyers
- at Paraclete XP SkyVenture.

of air. One wrong twist, and you can
bounce against the mesh-grid floor or
against the walls. But once you get the
hang of working with the wind, it can
be a real blast.

Late morning, a family from Apex
arrive. Mom Stephanie Hughes clicked
her camera while husband Todd, the
children, and grandmother Maureen
enthusiastically suited up. There are
plenty of grins, and when Maureen fin-
ishes her second flight, loud clapping.

From tunnel rats to pro skydivers
Paraclete XP Sky Venture’s three-story
facility stands out amid pine forests
and cotton fields on a stretch of U.S.
Hwy. 401, about 15 miles west of
Fayetteville. Inside, its wind tunnel is
a cylinder-shaped chamber 16 feet by
4 inches in diameter and 51 feet tall.
A recirculating system, aided by four
massive 541-horsepower fans and
movable aluminum valves, creates a
powerful aerodynamic loop capable
of wind speeds up to 185 mph. To
compare, a Category 5 hurricane—the
most forceful there is—carries winds
greater than 155 mph.

A “driver” in a control booth adjusts
the tunnel’s speed according to a
flyer’s size, expertise and fitness level.
Experienced flyers bound around at
full speed (185 mph), but first-time



adult flyers generally “enter” around
60 percent of full speed (111 mph).
Children start at lower speeds that
depend on several factors.

For tunnel rats and pro skydivers,
Raeford’s attraction is “da bomb.” They
can hone skills and practice freefalls
in a fraction of the time and expense
it takes up yonder. Skydiving teams
eagerly zoom across continents to syn-
chronize four- and eight-way forma-
tions here.

Paraclete’s instructors, mostly in
their 20s and early 30s, are accom-
plished skydivers. First-time flyers
watch a short video and an instructor
shows three hand signals to use. If fly-
ers wish to leave the tunnel early they
are told to give a thumbs-down signal,
twice quickly. They fine-tune their fly-
ing positions face down on a padded
horizontal trainer. Paraclete offers sev-
eral flight packages for individuals and
groups. A basic flight session costs $54.

Paraclete’s president and owner Tim
D’Annunzio was a skydiver with the
U.S. Army Gold Knights parachute
jump team. In 2006, the former NASA
engineer sold a company he founded,
Paraclete Armor & Equipment,

Inc., and then erected Paraclete XP
SkyVenture.

Electric power service to Paraclete’s
state-of-the-art facility comes from
Lumbee River EMC. “They’ve been
great,” marketing manager Wendy
David says. “We’ve had no electrical
problems.” ®
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To see a video

of the writer
taking her first
flight, click on
“Indoor Skydiving with Carolina Country.”
Watch staff writer Karen House soar, fall
and attempt to negotiate hurricane-force
blasts in Raeford’s vertical wind tunnel.

FREE Hearing Aid Catalog

Shop by mail and Save 80%

M Products praised by
The Wall Street Journal

M 100% Risk-FREE offer
Il 45-day home trial

I Arrives ready to use
I FREE shipping

Il Compare to hearing
aids costing $1,000
or more

Our Customers
Say it Best!

Customer comments printed with
permission. Individual results may vary.

“Price is right! Works
better than aids I bought

locally” FE. - Texas

“T like the way it fits.
I can hear really well
with it. For the first
time I can hear my
granddaughter talk.

L.J. - North Dakota

“I can hear the TV and
understand the words
which I could not do
with my $5,000 aid.

M.L. - California

Shop-from-home Hearing Aid Catalog

High-quality hearing aids priced at far less than
the national average. Call for free info: 1-800-782-6316

e d

Ready to use Gustom Fit
In-the-Ear In-the-Ear
Hearing Aids Jre Hearing Aids
: Behind-the Ear

Hearing Aids

© Hearing Help Express®, Inc.

How do you save so much?

Hearing aids have never been more expensive.
Most hearing aids cost more than $1,800...but not
from Hearing Help Express®!

You can SAVE 80%! How do you save so much?
You order from home and your hearing aids are
delivered to your door. You avoid big mark-ups,
long waits, and salesmen. Your low price is based
on high volume and low overhead.

Improve your hearing Risk-FREE!

Improve your hearing risk-free for 45 days in
your own home! Compare our hearing aids to those
costing $1,000 and more. We only sell genuine
hearing aids. 100% money-back guarantee!

Order by mail from a family business with over
600,000 satisfied customers and 29 years experience
selling hearing aids by mail.

Call today for your FREE catalog!

1-800-782-6316 ex. 030

| o/ s s

o o o e ==

SEND NO MONEY! clip and mail this coupon today for your free catalog.

I I YES! I would like a free shop-from-home hearing aid catalog. | understand
| there s no obligation and | get FREE shipping. www.HearingHelpExpress.com/03301

A

Address

Mail to:
Hearing Help Express |

I_City/State/Zip

105 North First St., Dept 03-301 |
DeKalb, IL 60115-0586

Carolina Country SEPTEMBER 2009 27




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


