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By Rep. G.K. Butterfield

Electric cooperatives are an invaluable
asset to communities across the country.
In places where larger energy companies
lack the financial incentive to extend
services, you are there to fill the gap
between the “haves” and the “have-nots.”

In the First District of North Carolina,
which I have the honor of representing,
electric cooperatives serve nearly 20 per-
cent of residents, about 130,000 people. I
appreciate the fine work you do in keep-
ing our homes lit, warm in winter and
cool in summer. As democratically-gov-
erned businesses, you are truly customer-
driven and not profit-driven. I support
and thank you for your investment.

We agree that the rising global tem-
peratures due to greenhouse gas emis-
sions is one of the most talked-about
issues in America. Mounting scientific
evidence necessitates a need for reform.
Our children are depending upon us to
address the causes of climate change, and
that means reducing carbon emissions.
Moving away from our fossil fuels addic-
tion has never been more important.

Meantime, much of the technology
we need to change the way we produce
and deliver energy is still new. I know
we depend upon a vast existing infra-
structure to deliver our energy. I will
insist that Congress recognizes the value
of that infrastructure and avoids mak-
ing changes that will depress business
and harm consumers. We must try to
avoid higher utility bills on top of higher
gas and food prices. My Congressional
district is the 15th poorest in the United
States, and we simply cannot afford to
be the load-bearing agent of any reform.
Nor can the utilities be asked to shoulder
the entire burden of this challenge.

If Congress places caps on carbon
emissions from power plants, the lack
of sufficient technology to help mitigate
those emissions will raise your overhead
substantially. There remains much work
to be done on the technology—carbon
sequestration, clean coal, and biomass—
to make it available and affordable. At
this point, the timeline for reducing

emissions does not realistically recognize
the rate of technology development.
Because of that incongruence, I believe

a safety valve must be available to you as
a responsible means of preparing for a
murky future. It especially would serve to
protect customers from bearing the bur-
den of these measures.

In our efforts to lower emissions,
nuclear energy must be central to the
discussion. Nuclear energy already gener-
ates 50 percent of the power to North
Carolina’s electric cooperatives, but it can
do more. As a highly efficient, zero-carbon
emitter, nuclear energy easily fits the pro-
file of a fuel source to move America to a
more sustainable future. But there are bar-
riers, including lingering public fear about
the safety of nuclear power, questions of
where to retire nuclear waste, and how to
pay for these expensive facilities.

When the cost of reforming our energy
system reaches the low-income residents
I represent, we should be there to ensure
that they are not swept away by the cur-
rent of reform. I strongly believe that if
any emissions policy generates govern-
ment revenue, a portion of the proceeds
must be earmarked for low-income
energy assistance.

From ambitious emissions reductions
to a greater need for technology, we will
need unprecedented cooperation between
lawmakers and industry. I am prepared
and committed to helping cooperatives
continue to carry out your mission. The
people in my district, and many oth-
ers throughout the country, would find
energy inaccessible if it weren’t for the
work that you do. We will work for the
same results, because we share the vision
of a sustainable future.

Excerpted from remarks that Congressman

G. K. Butterfield delivered to North

Carolina’s electric cooperatives earlier this
year. A Democrat from Wilson County, Rep.
Butterfield represents 23 northeastern North
Carolina counties. Among other assignments,
he is vice chair of the Subcommittee on Energy
and Air Quality of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee.



Good, this is the August issue

My husband Donnie and I look forward
to getting our Carolina Country maga-
zine each month. I am a stay-at-home
mother of our 18-month-old little boy
named Adrien. When we got our new
issue in the mail this month, Adrien
grabbed the magazine, sat down and
started “reading” it as if he knew what
the words said. Here is the next genera-
tion of Carolina Country readers!

Rose Marie White, Greenville,
Edgecombe-Martin County EMC

Helping the House That Love Built
On behalf of the Ronald McDonald
House of Eastern North Carolina,
I want to thank the electric coop-
eratives for your commitment to the
Touchstone Energy Open golf tour-
nament. You have been a most gra-
cious sponsor over the past five years.
Without your sponsorship we would
not have been able to have this won-
derful golf tournament.

The tournament has been great
for community awareness and sup-
port of the Ronald McDonald House.
I believe one of the most significant
contributions was in establishing a
volunteer coordinator position that
we have never before needed. Since we
started the tournament, community
interest has increased to such a level
that we now have over 100 volunteers
who have contributed their time to the
house just in the past year.

Over the past five years the tourna-
ment has raised just over $100,000 for
the house. This financial assistance,
along with the many in-kind contri-
butions you have given, has meant so
much to us. While we will not be hold-
ing the tournament at Brook Valley
next year, we are exploring other com-
munity events that will take us beyond
Pitt County and into all of eastern
North Carolina. Thank you for being a
part of the “House That Love Built.”

Cal Christian, president,
Ronald McDonald House board of directors

A true superhero story

Our family lived on a big farm in
Chowan County. The farm path ran
a long distance from the main road.
When I was about 6 years old, my
mother told me to go to the mail box.
[ went, and on my way back to the

house I had to pass a herd of cattle that

were feeding in the field. I was amazed
to see this bull come running toward
me. There was a big ditch beside the
path. I ran until I got to the end of the
ditch, then I ran across the field. The
bull got so close to me I could hear
him breathing. Suddenly my dad was
there on the mule and picked me up.
Boy, was I glad my dad saw me in dan-
ger.  am now 81 and still farming.

George Copeland, Windsor,
Roanoke Electric Cooperative

Disturbed and saddened

[ am a Southern girl and can relate
to many of the stories in Carolina
Country. When I came to the sto-
ries entitled “If We Ran the School”
[August 2008], I had the notion that
they would be funny stories that chil-
dren had written.

But I was very disturbed and sad-
dened by what our children of the
Carolinas had to say. Many people not
of the South look down on us, calling
us racist, dumb Southerners, rednecks
and so on. If they read this article,
their minds would not change. The
children’s writing was not only poor,
but what they had to say was worse.

Do children in our society today
think only about fast food, watching

FIRST PERSON

TV, and playing video games? One
child even wanted to add smoke breaks
between classes. I was simply appalled.
A few of the children wrote that they
wanted to be respected and not yelled
at, or that they wanted to eat healthy
food and have a bug-free and mice-
free school. Was this article supposed
to be lighthearted or simply open our
eyes to what our children are thinking?

We have a real crisis here. Our chil-
dren need to be educated, not have
babysitters. Our schools need to pro-
vide a safe, smoke-free, healthy and
clean environment where children are
challenged and respected.

Christy Steward, Waxhaw,
Union Power Cooperative

Where’s dessert?

When I took this picture, I immediately
thought of all of the benefits of living in
rural North Carolina. The turtle seems
to be saying, “Well, hey, I will just have
my own picnic right here”

Sue Jarvis, Tobaccoville, Surry-Yadkin EMC
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